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RMA Reform – What will it deliver?



Purpose of the 
Review/Cabinet Direction 

“The aim of the review is to improve 
environmental outcomes and better enable 
urban and other development within 
environmental limits” 



In the immortal words of 
Freddie Mercury………

We want it all and We want it 
NOW!!



How will we get it?





When will we get it?

Commercial in confidence





Where are we now?

Commercial in confidence



Current Status
• Partial “Exposure Draft” of the Natural and Built Environments Bill released for 

submissions 2021

• 3000 submissions 

• Environment Select Committee Report identified a number of areas for clarification 
and improvement which MfE is working on now

• Completed Bill and the accompanying Spatial Planning Act due to be introduced to 
the House 

• Spatial Planning Act to – no sign of that as yet

• Climate Adaptation Act – due 2023

• Intention is still to have the package passed into law during this term of 
government



Some things to think about:

Commercial in confidence



• We are in a state of flux – we know change
is coming but its not entirely clear what it
will mean.

• If we are serious about improving the
natural and physical environment it will
inevitably constrain some development.

• But some of our climate commitments
require us to consider new development
which will have other environmental effects.

• More national direction - be careful what
you wish for!

• National Planning Framework is critical – if
we do it right this is where the “tensions”
between outcomes get resolved.



Key principals

Minister for the Environment to Cabinet

“note that should there be any doubt about which outcomes are to prevail in 
the event they come into conflict, this be reconciled and clarified through the 
National Planning Framework or, in the absence of such direction, through 
Natural and Built Environments Plans”



THE END

Any Questions?
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