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THIS	PRESENTATION:	

•  A bit about the 
Commission 

•  What we do 

•  Our mapping 
system (WAMS) 

•  Working with TAs 
•  Questions 



WHY	IS	ACCESS	IMPORTANT?	

•  Community	and	economic	benefits	
•  95%	of	Kiwis	agree	free	and	easy	access	to	

the	outdoors	is	important	
•  35%	have	sought	info	on	land	status	in	the	

past	year	
•  53%	feel	very	nervous	about	asking	for	

permission	
•  Walking	is	the	most	popular	acSvity	in	NZ	
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WALKING	ACCESS	COMMISSION:	

•  Free,	certain,	enduring	and	pracScal	access	to	
the	outdoors	–	coast,	lakes	and	rivers.	

•  No	coercive	powers	
•  Roles	and	funcSons	include	providing	leadership	

and	advice,	facilitaSng	resoluSon	of	disputes,	
and	publishing	maps	and	informaSon	

•  Not	only	walking	access;	other	associated	access	
with	firearms,	dogs,	bicycles	and	motor	vehicles		



NZWAC	STRUCTURE	

(12)	



NZWAC	STRUCTURE	

<6.0 FTE Staff 
 
12 part time contracted RFAs 



REGIONAL	FIELD	ADVISORS	



PUBLICATIONS,	RESEARCH,	INFORMATION	



ON	LINE	EDUCATION	RESOURCES	

www.walkingaccess.govt.nz 



CASE	MANAGEMENT	



MAPPING	SYSTEM	
WWW.WAMS.ORG.NZ	
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PARTNERSHIP	&	COLLABORATION	

•  District	and	city	councils	throughout	the	
country,	

•  DOC,	
•  Sector	groups	(eg	Feds,	forestry)	
•  Landholders	and	managers	
•  Rec	groups	and	local	trusts/advocates	
•  Central	govt	agencies		



PARTNERSHIP	&	COLLABORATION	

Our	work	with	councils	involves:			
•  	 ULRs	(lots!)	
•  	 Road	stopping		
•  	 Walkways	and	controlling	authoriSes	
•  	 Esplanade	and	access	strips	
•  					Local	walkways	and	cycle	trails	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	(ULR)	

•  Have	the	same	legal	status	as	any	other	
public	road.	

•  Are	vested	in	councils.	
•  Can	be	the	subject	of	heated	and	complex	

disputes.	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	(ULR)	

“…conSnues	to	be	the	foundaSon	of	free,	public	
and	permanent	access	…	next	to	rivers,	
mountains,	lakes	and	the	sea,	the	[road	
network]	originally	held	in	trust	by	the	Crown	
for	the	people	and	now	administered	by	local	
councils,	is	one	of	the	greatest	recreaSonal	
assets	of	the	naSon…”	

Brian	Hayes;	Roads,	Water	Margins	and	Riverbeds:	the	law	on	public	access	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
TOOLS	FOR	MANAGEMENT	

The	road	stopping	process	
Legalising	roads	
‘ShiGing’	Unformed	Legal	Roads	
Legalising		
Licences	to	Occupy	
Managing	Vehicles	on	ULR	
Obstruc0ons	on	ULR	
ULR	Policy	Templates	
	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
ROAD	STOPPING	

The	road	stopping	process…	
•  Clear	processes	under	LGA	(Sched	10)	and	
PWA	

•  Clear	legal	precedent	from	Env.	Court	
•  Save	everyone	Sme,	money	and	drama	by	
talking	with	us	first.	

	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
ROAD	STOPPING	

Auckland	Transport	
•  The	paper	road	is	a	
designated	access	for	the	Big	
Omaha	Trail.			

•  AT	withdrew	the	proposal.	
• WAC	to	work	with	landholder	
on	alternaSves.		



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
“BUT	THE	TRACK	IS	NOT	ON	THE	ROAD	
ALIGNMENT!”	
Where	road	and	track	don’t	align….	
Very	common…	
A	couple	of	examples:	
•  Roaring	Meg	pack	Track	(CODC)	
•  Rockford	Road	(Waimakariri	DC)	
•  Lake	Sumner	(Hurunui	DC)	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
“BUT	THE	TRACK	IS	NOT	ON	THE	ROAD	
ALIGNMENT!”	

Rockford Road (Waimakariri DC) 



Lake Sumner (Hurunui DC) 

UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
“BUT	THE	TRACK	IS	NOT	ON	THE	ROAD	
ALIGNMENT!”	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
SHIFTING	ULR	

‘ShiGing’	Unformed	Legal	Roads	
Oken	an	elegant	soluSon.	
For	e.g.,	we	worked	closely	with	CHBDC,	DOC	
and	landholder	to	resolve	a	longstanding	
access	dispute	and	improve	access	to	the	
Ruahine	Forest	Park	at	North	block	road.	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
LICENCES	TO	OCCUPY	

Licences	to	Occupy	ULR	
•  Common	(in	various	forms)	but	no	legal	basis.		
•  NZWAC	only	concerned	where	rights	of	

public	access	are	restricted.		
•  Example,	Arawa	Rd	in	WBoPDC	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
LICENCES	TO	OCCUPY	

Claytons Pack Track – Timaru DC 



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
MANAGING	VEHICLES	

Managing	Vehicles	on	ULR	
•  Bylaws	(s10	LT(RS	and	OM)AA	2011)	
•  PrevenSng	damage	to	road	surface	
•  PracScal	intervenSons	

	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
OBSTRUCTIONS	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
OBSTRUCTIONS	

Acton Road (Ashburton DC) 



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
OBSTRUCTIONS	

ULR to Rakaia River Ashburton DC  



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
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UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
OBSTRUCTIONS	

County Road,   Hauraki DC  



A man was shot by police in Paeroa today 
(11 June 2016)	

UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
OBSTRUCTIONS	



UNFORMED	LEGAL	ROADS	
STRUCTURES	



QUESTIONS?	


