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Information is key to improving infrastructure planning  

and investment and the efficiency of freight markets 



National Freight Demand Study 2014 



A lot has changed since the 2008 study 
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A robust and comprehensive study 

• Commodity based 

• Extensive data analysis 

• Published forecast 

• 170 Interviews 

 

 

 



The current freight task is substantial 

236m 

 
 
 

tonnes 



In both tonnes and tonne-kilometres 

26.3b 

 
 
 

tonne-km 



Changes in flows of key commodities 2006 to 2012  
million tonnes 



 Currently the growth area is rail… 

…but roads remain our  

main mode for moving  

freight 

Modal Shares by Commodity tonne-kilometres 

Rail, 8% 

Costal Shipping, -10% 

Road, -2% 

Percentage growth 2006 - 2012  
tonne-kilometres 

…but roads remain our  

main mode for moving  

freight 
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The freight task is set to rise significantly by 2042 
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Freight is expected to grow substantially but not by as much 

as we had thought 
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Freight Forecast from 2008 and 2014  
tonnes 

2012 2031 

74% 

increase 

from 

2008 

 

58% 

increase 

from 

2012 

 

2014 forecast 

 



Increase in the freight forecast by broad commodity 
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The Upper North Island is important for freight –  
both as a destination and the origin of freight  
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Freight Movements 2012 and 
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There is growth in all the regions  
– but it is particularly strong in Auckland and Canterbury 
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The forecast is lower… 

…but it is still substantial 
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Prioritising will 
be important  

Growth will be greatest  

in regions that are already  

under pressure 
 



Innovation and technology will increase 

the efficiency of the freight system 
 



What next….? 



Like other countries we are seeing a trend to  

larger international container ships 
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Share of containerised exports and imports on 4,000+ TEU ships 

A 20 foot container is one TEU and a 40 foot container is two TEU 
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