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Risk to workers

• Bitumen Emulsion

• COPTTM

• Competency Framework

• Procurement

• Co-presenter – Fergus Tate (NZTA)



Why change to Bitumen Emulsion?



What has changed?
HSWA came into affect in 2015

• Risk based system introduced

• PCBU acronym entered our lexicon 

• Code of Practice for handling of bitumen being updated 

• HSWA (Hazardous Substance) Regulations 2017 introduced

Hazardous Substance Classifications apply

• Cut back bitumen greater than 7% kero

• Cut Back Bitumen containing Adhesion Agent

• Bitumen Emulsion 



Regulatory Environment
Who looks after what?

• Worksafe, 

• Workplace - Classes 1-8 

• EPA, 

• Manufacturers/suppliers

• Workplace - Class 9

• Non-workplace - Classes 1-9 

• NZTA 

• Dangerous Goods



Regulatory Environment
Currently the industry doesn’t meet the regulations for transportation of hazardous 
substances. Two avenues available:

Worksafe

• Safe Work Instrument to meet the Hazardous Substance regulations, Part 16 

EPA

• SDS from other jurisdictions accepted 

• Classification of cut back bitumen containing adhesion agent and bitumen emulsion as non-
hazardous substances 



BPG 01 - Safe Handling of Bitumen 
The Code of Practice is under going a review

• Code will be renamed BPG01 Best Practice Guideline

• Various working groups formed to undertake review

• E/2 calibration will change to only detail sprayer performance requirements   

• Introduction of annual and triennial certification scheme for all vessels 

• Introduction of design requirements for vessels less than 2000 litres 



The way forward
As PCBU’s we have legislative requirement to take all “reasonably practical steps”

• Partnership between RCA’s and industry

• Industry compliance with regulatory framework  

• Agree a transition time to implement a change

• Education/roadshow

• Best practice guideline for bitumen emulsion

• Ongoing research 



COPTTM
Competency Framework 

• General workers require Construct Safe Tier 1 competency assessment.

• TTM Workers will require Construct Safe Tier 2 competency assessment.

• Industry to issue guidelines on minimum level of competency required.

• STMS Level 1 to be COPTTM verified. 


